axd i? sccuntot i? tl XaPxitot %l i nagsiltat
FAMILY DECLARATION

i? kvincutn na?t snklip?> mnirhlcalx i? tkvntisalx
i? sexvoxvipla? kl klcawtsolx i? sqilx™.
kcXarXaestim i? sc_cax¥salx i? Ikt_; nxvix+itans,
kI kI_nxstans i? sqilx®, kI to sxvuys.

i? tmxvala?x™3, i? tmix™* na?l mnirhltot

tl scways i2 trhxvala?x” ki kvu slaldex
/ syilx / stuk"naqinx, ixi? i? stkwukWX1Xtat

ti? k"u snagsx.

axd i? k“usqilx™
i td kvincutn.

ks_socqix¥stm i? xmintot i? tl a? nx“Ix“ltantot ul
kektqixwstm ut ketxotstim i? trx“ala’x“tot ut a? nqilx“en,
pintk ackvulmstm a? nq“’lq“’ﬂtntat ul a? nkvdimntot ..
nak""ulamntat5 lut pankin t x“i¢xmntm, t témistmntm, i?
kvu tukvitim t k*incutn na?t snklip..kl  sx“uys.

i kvu noagsilt, 2 kvu g¥sqvstam,
i? k¥u stmali?s, ydat i? k"u sqilx™

3

R SX Y ..
. XarXarolx ...

way i kvull ..
acputasstm ...

nix¥ i? lut 2 kvull
k¥u ySaySat ctxotstim

i? scocmald?tot narft i? snagsilx™tat.

ti? mnimitat, mi kvu occut stim i? ki_kéx*ox“iplacs

iP scacmalaPtat

i kI_nxstans i? kl_Xast

SCXWIXWalts

ut i kl ki_xspiwts i? scocmald?tot na?t i?

nkvewilx¥tot ul 2 sqlx¥icawtot.

i?__kschx™stustot (Article) 1
mnirhttat niSayp ackilmxvipla?stm
i? sqlx"tcawtot. i? kvu sqilx™ / syilx
/ stuknaginx ctxatstim ySat %l i?

ki_nxstans, i? kl ySat i? nk¥cwilx™

i? sSax“ipsalx i? sqéaémnwix™s.

We are the decision-makers of our
sqilx, syilx, sPuk"naqinx ways. Our
ways are central to the health and well-
being of all sqilx"/syilx/sPuknaqinx
Peoples, including our children and
families. We ensure this is intertwined
with who they are and their roots.

i?__kscix™stustat (Article) 2

kvu  sactxotxotnwix¥ex” i? kl
ki_nxstantot .. kl fa sx™uys.

Since time immemorial, we look
after one another, our best interests
for all time, for our resilience

and continued prosperity.

Note: This glossary has been prepared as an accompanying

document to the Family Declaration. The purpose of

this glossary is to describe central principles of the syilx
worldview. A knowledge and understanding of the syilx
worldview, in addition to linguistic competency, is required
to properly articulate the values and laws embedded
within nsyilxcon — our laws live within our language.

1 family
The term “family” is understood that our sqilx™
families, include biological, non-biological, and
those that we have accepted as family. This includes
all the old people, the adults, the children, and
those yet to be born, that are defined as family.

2 snklip
The empowered essence to carry out the Creator’s
laws, that comes from all our captik™i.

i?__kscix™stustat (Article) 3

i? tl skittattot6 I ¢ sxvuys i?
s¢xviltm kckilmx“iplaestm ... i2
sqlx“icawtot ... ixi? i? stkvukvxixtot.

From generation to generation, we make
decisions to teach and instill discipline’
to our sqilx™/syilx/sPuknaqinx children
and families. This is our inherent right.

i?__kscix“stustat (Article) 4

i? kvusqilx¥ / syilx / stuknaqinx
i? cawtot ul i? kb cawtat,

%ol i? noagsiltat, kctxatstirh

i? sq¥sq“arsiattot, iwar
lo_ka?kin, ut kex“stustm
ta_ckl snxé?cnustot i? ngilx¥cn
/nsyilxcon ut i? sqlxVicawtot

The sqilx™/syilx/s?uknaqinx

inherent right to self-determination

and jurisdiction includes:

The protection of our familial
connections; caring for our children;
regardless of residency (where they are)
and our inherent right to share and teach
our language, traditions and way of life.

trax™alaPx™

This term is central to syilx worldview; its three
parts all together describe all living things that
are inextricably connected like a spiraling thread
interconnected with the earth. All living things
in this world are interconnected/interdependent
in relation to one another, with no ending.

trh is part or the nsyilxcon root word
tmix™ meaning “all living things”.

xul is part of the nsyilxcan root word
xVax“la? meaning “spinning... top-like”.

la?x™ is part of the nsyilxcan root word taxvla?
x" meaning “soil” or “earth” therefore the
polymorphic nsyilxcon word is trhx*ula?x™.

Creator and Coyote laid down our laws/responsibility for us, sqilx™/
syilx/s?uknaqinx, to carry for all time. We hold in high regard

their decree and teachings of accepting the responsibility to be
keepers of our waters, territory, lands, foods, and resources.

The Land, all creation, and us, as sqilx"/syilx/sPuknaqinx People, are one.

From time immemorial, We, the sqilx™/syilx/
seuk¥naqinx, (Okanagan Peoples) have inhabited
our territory — we defend and look after our
lands and resources. We speak our language,

live our customs, traditions and our way of life.
We have not and will never cede, release, or
surrender our lands or resources ... for all time.

We define family, as our immediate family, our extended
family, and all those that we accept as family.

From time immemorial, our children now, those yet
to be born, are sacred. We revere our children. We
all care for our children and our families.

It is our inherent right, that we are the only ones to
say what governs us, for what are the best interests,
the good health, and well-being of our children and
people, and our sqilx¥/syilx/s?uk"naqinx ways.

i?__kscnxvstustat (Article) 7

i kwlncutn nart snkhp mnirhtcalx
i? tkvntisolx i kl_klicawtsolx i?
sqilx™. kcXarXaestim i? sc_scaXWsalx
kI kI_nxstans ut i? ki_axvixvitans
i0 sqilx™ kl to sx*uys niSyp

ockwuirhstm 2 sé¥vaxvtat.

i?__kscnxvstustat (Article) 5

i k¥usqilx¥ / syilx / sPuknaginx
cXazXa’stim i? sqlxVicawtat Kkl ¢
sxvuys. i? sama? kvinsolx kvu
ks_kvittm ul kvu ksvpistuhm i0
sqlx“lcawtot, naxmt lut t ghusslx

We, the sqilx™/syilx/sPuknaqinx, have
the responsibility and the right to heal
through our own ways, for all time. The
governments tried to take and beat from
us, our ways, but were not able to.

From the Creator and Coyote, they
laid down our laws/responsibility
for us to carry for all time, through
our captik*1. Creator has given us,
the sqilx™/syilx/s?uknaqinx Peoples,
the responsibility to be keepers of
our waters, territory, lands, foods, and

i?__kschx¥stustat (Article) 6
resources, and we continue to do so.

i? kvusqilxv / syilx / stuknaginx

kvu actxatxotnwix™ ul kvu
nq”nq*nils lut swit fa _cnlipapt,
acknknxtwix"mstm i? stkukvxixtot
ut i2 kl kinkstans i? k¥u sqilx™ /
syilx / stuknaginx i? k“u nak¥cwilx™
... ks__sacknknxtwix¥mstm ixi?.

We live by what is stated here.

We, the sqilx™/syilx/s?uknaqinx Peoples
are responsible for providing for one
another; no one is left in need. We share
what we have unconditionally, and we
all share in the rights and responsibilities
which ensure the collective well-being
of our sqilx¥/syilx/s?uknaqinx Nation.

4 tmix® 5 nakvulamntat

This term is central to syilx worldview; its two

parts all together describe inter-connectedness and
attachment between all living things. It is not a
collection of individual strands; rather, it references
that all living things are attached to one thing, “that
which gives us life”. For example, all living things
(humans, animals, plants, medicines, birds, etc.) are all
attached to the earth — we are all interconnected.

The first letter in this word is the letter “"and it
is from the nsyilxcon word to meaning “the”.

mix¥ is a nsyilxcon word that means “many strands that
is attached to...”. For example: each strand of hair that is
attached to the head or the fringes that is attached to a
fringed buckskin jacket or the fringes on a shawl. That
word means all of the living things that are attached

to the polymorphic nsyilxcon word trhx™ala2x™.
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This term comes from the captik¥l, referred to as an
old word used by snklip. It means “what is usually
done”, “what we were instructed to do by snklip”.

6 skitaitot
This term describes our relativity and connection
from the beginning of the captik*1 to present and
into the future. It is like a spiraling thread that
interconnects all things. It runs through us, ever
spiraling like DNA and celestial bodies. It embodies
all things and connects all things to one another. It
binds our children to us, no matter where they are.

7 discipline
This term is used in context, meaning “ways
of teaching” that are used to inform, correct,
guide, and train our children and families.
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